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   Statutory framework for EYFS 
Understanding the World 
 

Past and Present - Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society.  

- Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.  

- Understanding the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 

 

Working Historically 
Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

• Develop an awareness of the past, using common words and 
phrases relating to the passing of time.  

• Know where the people and events they study fit within a 
chronological framework. 

• Identify similarities and differences between ways of life in 
different periods.  

• Use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms.  

• Ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and 
other sources to show that they know and understand key 
features of events.  

• Understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past 
and identify different ways in which it is represented. 

 
 
 

• Continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and 
across the periods they study.  

• Note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms.  

• Regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance.  

• Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information.  

• Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. 

 

Progression of Historical Vocabulary (Primary History: Historical Association. NC) 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

similarity and difference, here, now, 
then, yesterday, last week, last year, 
_ years ago, a long time ago, 
change, king/queen 
 

similarity and difference, source, 
represented, change, compare, 
significant 
decade, century, archaeology, 
calendar, local, past, present  
 
 

ancient, civilisations, Neolithic, 
settlement, legacy, continuity and 
change, periods 
AD, BC, eras, agriculture, Bronze 
Age, chronology, artefact, emperor, 
god/goddess, Iron Age, nomad, 
primary evidence, secondary 
evidence, myths/legends, Stone 
Age 
 
 

empire, peasantry, resistance, 
invasion, raids, interpretations 
colony, conquest, democracy, 
explorer, rebellion 
 
 

parliament, monarchy, cause and 
consequence, 
aristocracy, causation, invention, 
revolt 
 

sacrifice, slave, traitor, treason 
 
 



 

Range and Depth of Historical Knowledge (Local, British and World History) 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Context: Know how toys have 
changed over time.  
NC: Changes within living memory. 
Where appropriate, these will be 
used to reveal aspects of change in 
national life. 
 
 
Context: Great Fire of London 
NC: events beyond living memory 
that are significant nationally or 
globally. 
 
 
Context: Kings and Queens of 
England  
NC: The lives of significant 
individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and 
international achievements. Some 
should be used to compare aspects 
of life in different periods. 
 

Context: Identify and compare 
famous explorers Christopher 
Columbus and Neil Armstrong 
noting life in different periods of 
time.  
NC: The lives of significant 
individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and 
international achievements. Some 
should be used to compare aspects 
of life in different periods. 
 
 
Context: Understand events over 
time in Nottingham. Including 
changes over time for Goose Fair. 
NC:  significant historical events and 
places in their own locality. 
 
 
Context: Florence Nightingale  
NC:  significant historical people in 
their own locality. 
 

 

Context: Bronze Age focusing on 
religion, technology and travel. 
Iron Age focus on hill forts: tribal 
kingdoms, farming, art and culture. 
NC: Changes in Britain from the 
Stone Age to the Iron Age 
 
 
Context: An overview of Ancient 
Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient 
Egypt and The Shang Dynasty of 
Ancient China, with an in-depth 
study of The Indus Valley. 
NC: The achievements of the early 
civilisations - an overview of where 
and when the first civilizations 
appeared. 

 
 
Context: A study of Greek life and 
achievements and their influence on 
the western world (e.g. monarchy, 
parliament, democracy and war and 
peace). 
NC: Ancient Greece - A study of 
Greek life and achievements and 
their influence on the western 
world.  
 

Context: The understand the 
influence Romans had on our life 
and what it was like to be a Roman 
in Britain. 
NC: The Roman Empire and its 
impact on Britain 
 
Context: To explore what Saxon life 
was like in Britain.  
NC: Britain’s settlement by Anglo-
Saxons and Scots 
 
 
Context: To explore what Viking life 
was like in Britain and why they may 
have chosen to settle in certain 
places.  
NC: The Viking and Anglo-Saxon 
struggle for the Kingdom of England 
to the time of Edward the Confessor  
 
 

 

Context:  To study of lives and 
beliefs of the Mayan civilisation AD 
900. 
NC: A non-European society that 
provides contrasts with British 
history. 
 
Context:  To explore and visit 
Arkwright’s first water-powered 
cotton spinning mill at Cromford in 
Derbyshire in 1771, to gain insight 
into the industrial revolution. 
NC: A local history study: a study 
over time tracing how several 
aspects of national history are 
reflected in the locality  
 
 
Context: Building on our existing 
historical foundational knowledge 
we will build narrative pictures of 
the past. How ordinary people lived 
in Victorians times. 
NC: A study of an aspect or theme in 
British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 
1066. 

Context:  To understand changes in 
animals/human rights over the past 
century. (WW1 to present day) 
NC: A study of an aspect or theme in 
British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 
1066. 
 

 
 


