
 

 

  

Year 1: Writing Checklist – Year 1 Secure   Name: _________________  Date: ____________  By: ____________________ 

The pupil can, after discussion with the teacher:      

Write sentences in order to create short narratives and non-fiction texts      

Reread their writing to check that it makes sense and make suggested changes      

Use adjectives to describe      

Use simple sentence structures      

Use the joining word (conjunction) ‘and’ to link ideas and sentences      

Can 
sometimes 
use… 

Capital letters for names, places, the days of the week      

The personal pronoun ‘I’      

Finger spaces      

Full stops to end sentences      

Question marks      

Exclamation marks      

Spell most words containing previously taught phonemes and GPCs accurately (phase 2/3)      

Spell most words containing Year 1 taught phonemes and GPCs accurately (phase 4/5)      

Spell most Y1 common exception words and days of the week accurately (from English 
Appendix 1) 

     

Add ‘ed’ to create past tense verbs      

Use the suffix s and es to make nouns plural      

Use the prefix ‘un’      

Add the suffixes –ing, -ed, -er and –est to root words (with no change to the root word)      

Write most lower case and capital letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the 
right place 

     



 

 

  

 
 
 
Year 1: Writing Checklist – Year 1 Greater Depth    Name: _________________  Date: ____________  By: _____________ 
 

In addition to the expected standard, the pupil can, after discussion with the 
teacher: 

 
 

    

Write sentences in order to create short narratives and non-fiction texts that are consistent 
in their features and purpose 

     

Use a number of features of different text types e.g. instructions, postcards and traditional 
tales 

     

Make appropriate topic/ subject matter vocabulary choices      

Use adjectives to describe size and colour      

Use simple and compound sentence structures      

Are able to 
consistently 
use: 
 

Capital letters for names, places, the days of the week      

The personal pronoun ‘I’      

Finger spaces      

Full stops to end sentences      

Question marks      

Exclamation marks      

Sometimes use commas to list adjectives       

Spell all words in the EYFS and Year 1 phonic curriculum accurately *      

Spell all Y1 common exception words and days of the week accurately (from English 
Appendix 1) * 

     

Spell simple compound words      

Write all lower case and capital letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the 
right place with a good level of consistency. 

     



 

 

  

Year 2: Writing Checklist – Year 2 Secure                  Name: _________________ Date: ____________  By: _____________ 

The pupil can, after discussion with the teacher:  
 

    

Write simple, coherent narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real or 
fictional) 
Indicators of coherence include the use of pronouns and ideas are grouped and in a logical 
order 

     

Write about real events, recording these simply and clearly      

Punctuation objectives^  Demarcate most sentences in their writing with capital 
letters and full stops 

     

Use question marks when required      
Use commas when writing lists      

Use present and past tense mostly correctly and consistently      

Use co-ordination (e.g. or / and / but) This is also an indicator of coherence      

Use some subordination (e.g. when / if / that / because) to join clauses. This is also an 
indicator of coherence 

     

Use expanded noun phrases       

Segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these by graphemes, spelling many 
of these words correctly and making phonically-plausible attempts at others* 

     

Spell many common exception words*        

Form capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another 
and to lower-case letters 

     

Use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters.      

 
  



 

 

  

Year 2: Writing Checklist – Year 2 Greater Depth    Name: _________________  Date: ____________  By: ____________ 
 
 

In addition to the expected standard, the pupil can, after discussion with the 
teacher: 

 
 

    

Write effectively and coherently for different purposes, drawing on their reading to inform 
the vocabulary and grammar of their writing 
Indicators of effective writing:  clear genre specific features and vocabulary.   

     

Make simple additions, revisions and proof-reading corrections to their own writing      

Use the punctuation 
taught at key stage 1 
mostly correctly^ 

Capital letters for names, places, the days of the week      

Exclamation marks      

Apostrophes for contraction       

Apostrophes for possession       

Spell most common exception words*        

Add suffixes to spell most words correctly in their writing (e.g. –ment, –ness, –ful, –less, –
ly)* 

     

Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join some letters. 
 

     

 
  



 

 

  

Year 3: Writing Checklist – Year 3 Secure   Name: _________________  Date: ____________  By: ______________ 

Pupils are beginning to independently apply their knowledge:   
 

    

Write a coherent narrative with settings, characters and plot      

Write a range of non-fiction pieces using a consistent and appropriate structure      

Some evidence of paragraphing      

Build cohesion within and across 
paragraphs  
 

Coordinating conjunctions      

Subordinating conjunctions      

Adverbials – when and where       

Pronouns      

Begin to evaluate and edit their own and others’ writing      

Use precise noun choices e,g. the sparrow, the labradoodle, the Peugeot, the 
chrysanthemum etc   

     

Maintain the correct tense throughout a piece of writing mostly accurately      

To use the full range of punctuation 
from previous year groups including 
CL  .  ?  !  , (for lists)  ‘ (singular 
possession and contraction) ^ 
 

Use inverted commas accurately to punctuate 
direct speech  

     

Some use of commas after fronted adverbials      

Use a wider range of subordinating conjunctions      

Expand noun phrases appropriately       

Use the determiners ‘a’ or ‘an’ (after a short vowel sound) mostly correctly throughout 
a piece of writing  

     

Use and apply some of the year 3 and 4 spelling patterns correctly *      

Spell some year 3 and 4 homophones correctly, e.g. plane and plain *      

Spell some of the year 3 and 4 statutory spellings words correctly *      

Use a neat, joined handwriting style with accuracy and speed       



 

 

  

 

 
Year 3: Writing Checklist – Year 3 Greater Depth   Name: _________________  Date: ____________  By: _____________ 
 

In addition to the expected standard, pupils are beginning to independently 
apply their knowledge:  

 
 

    

Write a coherent narrative with settings, characters and plot, showing an awareness of 
audience 

     

Write a range of non-fiction pieces using a consistent and appropriate structure and an 
awareness of audience 

     

Paragraphs are mostly used accurately      

Consistently maintain the correct tense throughout a piece of writing       

To use the full range of punctuation 
from previous year groups including 
CL  .  ?  !  , (for lists)  ‘ (singular 
possession and contraction) ^ 
 

Use inverted commas/speech marks 
accurately to punctuate direct speech with 
some use of internal speech punctuation 

     

Mostly uses commas after fronted adverbials      

Use a wider range of subordinating conjunctions, sometimes varying position within a 
sentence 

     

Use and apply many of the year 3 and 4 spelling patterns correctly *      

Spell many year 3 and 4 homophones correctly, e.g. plane and plain *      

Spell many of the year 3 and 4 statutory spellings words correctly *      

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

  

Year 4: Writing Checklist – Year 4 Secure    Name: _________________  Date: ____________  By: _____________ 
 

Pupils are beginning to independently apply their knowledge:   
 

    

Write a coherent narrative with settings, characters and plot, taking audience into account      

Write a range of non-fiction pieces using a consistent and appropriate structure      

Consistently organise their writing into paragraphs       

Build cohesion in and across paragraphs  Coordinating conjunctions      

Subordinating conjunctions      

Adverbials – when and where       

Pronouns      

Evaluate and edit their own and others’ writing      

Make deliberate ambitious word choices       

Maintain the correct tense throughout a piece of writing       

Use the full range of 
punctuation from previous year 
groups including CL  .  ?  !  , 
(for lists)  ‘ (singular 
possession and contraction) ^ 

Punctuate direct speech accurately, including the use of 
inverted commas/speech marks and internal speech 
punctuation 

     

Use apostrophes for plural nouns      

Use commas after fronted adverbials      

Use a wider range of subordinating conjunctions, including in varied positions       

Expand noun phrases appropriately either before or after the noun (e.g. the brown bird or 
the bird with brown feathers) 

     

Use the determiners ‘a’ or ‘an’ (after a short vowel sound) correctly throughout a piece of 
writing  

     

Use and apply the year 3 and 4 spelling patterns mostly correctly *      

Spell homophones correctly, e.g. heal, heel, he’ll *      

Spell most of the year 3 and 4 statutory spellings words correctly *      

Consistently use a neat, joined handwriting style with accuracy and speed       



 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
Year 4: Writing Checklist – Year 4 Greater Depth    Name: _________________  Date: ____________  By: _____________ 
 

In addition to the expected standard, pupils are beginning to independently apply 
their knowledge:  

 
 

    

Write a coherent narrative with settings, characters and plot, experimenting with the 
style of different authors 

     

Include formal and informal language, dependent on the purpose and audience 
  

     

Integrate dialogue into narratives      

Words choices are well considered and may be used to build a description, create 
tension, a mood, event or emotion  

     

Use a wider range of sentence starters to add detail      

Experiment with different sentence lengths to vary pace      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

  

Year 5: Writing Checklist – Year 5 Secure    Name: _________________  Date: ____________  By: _______________ 
 

The pupil can:    
 

    

Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting language that shows 
good awareness of the reader (e.g. the use of the first person in a diary; direct address in 
instructions and persuasive writing, formal and informal word choices) 

     

In narratives, describe settings, characters and atmosphere based on their reading  e.g. 
use of figurative language 

     

Integrate dialogue in narratives       

Select vocabulary and grammatical 
structures that reflect what the 
writing requires, doing this mostly 
appropriately  
Indicators of this objective are listed as 
examples only. 

Vocabulary is used appropriately avoiding tautology 
e.g. green grass, blue sky, yellow sun etc. 

     

Using modal verbs to suggest degrees of possibility      

Use a range of devices to build 
cohesion (e.g.…..) within and 
across paragraphs 
Indicators of this objective are listed as 
examples only. 

e.g. Coordinating conjunctions      

e.g. Subordinating conjunctions      

e.g. Adverbials of time and place       

e.g. Pronouns      

e.g. Synonyms      

Use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout their writing      

Use the range of punctuation 
taught at key stage 2 mostly 
correctly^ 
Indicators of this objective are listed as 
examples only. 

e.g. punctuation to mark parenthesis () --  , ,        

e.g. punctuation to indicate direct speech – speech 
marks/inverted commas 

     

Commas to clarify meaning      

All punctuation on KS2 working towards list  CL  .  ?  
,  ‘   !  

     

Spell correctly some of the  words from the year 5 / year 6 spelling list,* and use a 
dictionary to check the spelling of uncommon or more ambitious vocabulary 

     

Maintain legibility in joined handwriting when writing at speed (2)       

 



 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
Year 5: Writing Checklist – Year 5 Greater Depth    Name: _________________  Date: ____________  By: __________ 
 

In addition to the expected standard, the pupil can:    
 

    

Plot is well developed, paced and sequenced with an engaging opening and effective 
closing 

     

Paragraphs in narrative writing clearly signal changes in time, place and events and guide 
the reader through the text 

     

Develop the use of dialogue, varying the position of direct speech within the sentence e.g. 
“If you don’t leave now,” he called, “I’ll phone the police!” 

     

Word choices reflect the purpose and the style of the text and are used precisely to clarify 
meaning 

     

Understands and experiments with different verb forms      

Varied sentence structures and lengths to create specific effects      

Use the different forms of parenthesis appropriately to demonstrate degrees of importance      

Spell correctly most of the  words from the year 5 / year 6 spelling list,* and use a 
dictionary to check the spelling of uncommon or more ambitious vocabulary 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

  

Year 6: Writing Checklist – Year 6 Expected   Name: _________________  Date: ____________  By:  
 

The pupil can:    
 

    

Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting language that shows 
good awareness of the reader (e.g. the use of the first person in a diary; direct address in 
instructions and persuasive writing) 

     

In narratives, describe settings, characters and atmosphere      

Integrate dialogue in narratives to convey character and advance the action      

Select vocabulary and grammatical 
structures that reflect what the 
writing requires, doing this mostly 
appropriately  
Indicators of this objective are 
listed as examples only. 

Vocabulary chosen for effect and used appropriately      

e.g. using contracted forms in dialogues in narrative      

e.g. using passive verbs to affect how information is 
presented 

     

e.g. using modal verbs to suggest degrees of 
possibility 

     

use a range of devices to build 
cohesion (e.g.…..) within and 
across paragraphs 
Indicators of this objective are 
listed as examples only. 

e.g. coordinating conjunctions      

e.g. subordinating conjunctions      

e.g. adverbials of time and place      

e.g. pronouns      

e.g. synonyms      

use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout their writing      

use the range of punctuation taught 
at key stage 2 mostly correctly^ 
Indicators of this objective are 
listed as examples only. 

e.g. inverted commas      

e.g. punctuation to indicate direct speech      

Commas to clarify meaning and avoid ambiguity      

All punctuation on working towards list  CL  .  ?  ,  ‘   
!  

     

Spell correctly most words from the year 5 / year 6 spelling list,* and use a dictionary to 
check the spelling of uncommon or more ambitious vocabulary 

     

Maintain legibility in joined handwriting when writing at speed (2)       

 



 

 

  

Year 6: Writing Checklist – Year 6 Greater Depth   Name: _________________  Date: ____________  By:  
 

The pupil can:    
 

    

Write effectively for a range of purposes 
and audiences, selecting the appropriate 
form and drawing independently on what 
they have read as models for their own 
writing 

e.g. literary language      

e.g. characterisation      

e.g. structure of text (flashbacks, different 
perspectives etc.) 

     

e.g. structure of sentences  (varying 
sentence length, repetition etc.) 

     

Distinguish between the language of speech and writing (3) and choose the appropriate 
register 

     

Exercise an assured and conscious control over levels of formality, particularly through 
manipulating grammar and vocabulary to achieve this 

     

Use the range of punctuation 
taught at key stage 2 correctly 
(e.g.….) and, when necessary, 
use such punctuation precisely 
to enhance meaning and avoid 
ambiguity.^ 

e.g. semi-colons      

e.g. dashes      

e.g. colons      

e.g. hyphens      

 


